SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

ancient Chinese argument of justification. At all
events, the case against Yuan had not been proved
beyond a reasonable doubt, and it was Sun's duty,
as it seemed at the time, to resolve the doubt in
favor of Yuan. So Sun did not denounce Yuan
before the whole people and drive him forth from
the office that he had disgraced, because China
was not in a position to entertain thoughts of
civil war. The lot of the poor was already hard.
Besides, civil war would stop all progress in
China, and Sun's work of construction would
have to cease.

There are few triumphs of leadership that can
be compared to the recall of Sun to Peking. The
people forgave Yuan because their great popular
leader declared that Yuan should be forgiven.

Alas, how greatly Sun was to regret this act
of forgiveness.
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